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Plato’s Apology

Wow. Plato’s Apology is not how I expected it to be. The Apology was a accurate portait of what Socrates said to his enemies, peers and jury at his trail for “corrupting the youth of Greece.” In the Apology Socrates tries to persuade the jury that he is innocent and that the charges by Meletus are ridiculous. It doesn’t work and he is found guilty. Socrates makes another speech showing his gratitude of less people voting against him than he thought (lost only by 30 votes) and proposing a punishment while Meletus asks for the death penalty. The jury proceeds to give Socrates the death penalty. At this moment I found the tone of his speech change while Plato worked his magic with words. I felt that Socrates was still trying to keep his composure with his constant use of “gentlemen of the Jury.” However, I could almost feel his old eyes staring into the eyes of the jury and scaring them with his words. “With this action more people like me will come” Socrates prophesied to the Jury. 


I felt this was very well written. Not many books can put distinct pictures in reader’s minds like Plato. “Five Dislogues” reminded me of modern books and movies with character development, great storyline(s), climax’s, etc. 


I think my favorite part of the Apology was when Socrates explains that his death may be better than for worse. Socrates almost makes the jury feel dumb because they aren’t punishing him; they are helping him by giving him a way out. Socrates says it is bound to happen soon anyway because of his unpopularity and age. What a way to stick it to the jury, telling them that they are doing you a favor. 

